SE LVAGE M NH E E RY

The city of São Paulo (Brazil) was once part of the so called Atlantic
Forest, locally known as "Mata Atlântica".
Those who knew it, the native indigenous people who have lived in it for
ages, bequeathed us words that describe and name territories that today
have been emptied of their original meaning.
Nowadays, these words send a strong message capable of awakening
meaning to a landscape lost in the urban space.
NHEERY SELVAGEM is one of the activities of our Selvagem journey
in 2020, in partnership with the Maracá Institute.
The project is coordinated by the shaman Carlos Papá, a leading
representative of the Guarani Mbya people, who live on the
indigenous land of the Silveira river, in the Mata Atlântica of
the state of São Paulo.

NHEERY means WHERE THE SPIRITS BATH in Guarani language
This is the name the Guarani people give to the Mata Atlântica.
The first step is to conduct research work and then create a cartography
with the meaning of the indigenous names of the different places in the
city of São Paulo. Parks, streets, rivers, neighbourhoods, valleys etc
– such as Ibirapuera, Anhangabaú, Pacaembu, Tucuruvi, Jaguará, Mooca..
– will be "explained" in a new light, their meaning rediscovered and
hence assimilated in a different manner, original and truly poetic.
A map for all to reconnect with something as essential as knowing
"where I am, where I am right now in the city"?
Land in these places, here and now.
Returning with the vision and desire for other stories, other
narratives.
Giving back meaning to these places, their original meaning.
For the Guarani, words carry a special force.

HOW WILL THE NHEERY PROJECT
BE CARRIED OUT?

The project planning involves
a number of phases,
including:
a- researching historical and current maps;
b- defining the list of indigenous names and
their meaning in the Guarani language;
c- providing painting material to three
indigenous villages;
d- the production of paintings in these
three indigenous villages;
e- preparing research content;
f- digitisation of the 4 maps; and
g- final review and feedback on drawings,
maps and texts before making them
available online and in print.

The map of the city of São Paulo, as well as the names of the indigenous places
and their meanings, will be divided into 4 regions and sent to be illustrated
by artists from three Guarani indigenous territories in the state of São Paulo:
Jaraguá, Parelheiros and Rio Silveira (the former two within the boundaries of
the city of São Paulo) .

INTERACTION
As research and production work unfolds, the new content created will
be made available to our followers on the Selvagem platform.
DELIVERABLES
- 4 maps of each region of the city of São Paulo, created by artists
from three indigenous lands: Jaraguá, Parelheiros and Rio Silveira.
- 1 complete cartographic map of the whole city of São Paulo in
a single digital file to be printed or digitally viewed with the
possibility of zooming in on each region.
- Posters depicting specific districts of the city of São Paulo to be
distributed (online) as well as printed for public display around town.
- Explanatory text with more detailed descriptions of all the actions
carried out in the project.
- Archives of drawings, texts, videos and photos recording all creative
processes in the indigenous villages.

